
nthusiosm reverberoted through the oir out-
side of the Horris Tcwnship Librory on Augusl

26. A sign leoding toword the commotion

wos titled "Gronger Poth Reosons." lt wos

decoroted with point smiley foces, o person biking on

o poth next to street, ond hondprints of the children

who creoted it - Girl Scout Troop 198. lt wos o col-

loge of reosons to creote bike poths in Gronger: "No

pollution," "Get where you wont foster," "lt will help

ovoid cor croshes." The sign pointed to children who

were loughing ond ploying oround o picnic toble

covered in snocks of oll sorts. At this event. children for ournum-

bered odults, ond for pertinent reosons. The group

wos gothered to kickoff of o compoign thoi

been developed, to o lorge
' 

degree, for children ... ond
in some woys, by children

too. This copitol compoign kickoff olso

opplouded contributions io the Gronger Poths

proiect, which will creote multi-use poths throughout

Gronger. The current leg of the project is io begin build-
ing the beginning of whot is colled Phose l: o 3.52

mile poih thot connects North Point ond Mory
Fronk elemeniory schools; then goes west to

Gumwood Rood. In order to begin building
the poth, the Friends of Gronger Poths

hove begun their Copitol Compoign,
"Get Up ond Go," to roise

$ t so,ooo. This omounr cov-

ers 20 oercent of the totol

cost reouired to build the

Phose I (o) poth, which
runs from Mory

Fronk School to
Elm Rood. The

other 80 per-

cent will be
provided

by o Trons
portotion
Enhonce
menl

Gront
from the
Federol
govern-

menf.
The

Horris
Township

Librory
event cele

broted two hefty

donotions to the
proiect. Mott Moore

$Z,SOO to the poths initiotive, while Loke City Bonk presented

on oversized $4,500 check to smiling children. With these

donotions, the Gronger Poths Initiotive hos o totol of $55,000
bonked. Between more fundroisers, events ond privote dono-
tions, it is proiected thot this phose of the poth could be com-
pleted by April2012.

The children present ot the event enioyed shoring why they

wont the poths, ond others exploined how they hove been

involved in the compoign.

Shilpi Potel ond her two doughters, Sophio, nine yeors

old, ond Sheilo, seven yeors old, look forword to uiilizing the
poths os o fomily octivity. Shilpi used to live in New York City,

where biking ond wolking wos the norm. "Since moving here,

I don't get ony exercise ... unless I go to the gym. My girls love

to bike, but when we wont to go, we hove lo go to St. Pot's

Pork." Soint Potrick's County Pork is obout o 25-minute drive

from the Potel's home. They look forwqrd to being oble to

bike onytime. Sophio looks forword to the independence ihot

o bike poth could bring. "l'm excited to bike by myself," she
quickly overted her eyes to her mom, "lf l'm ollowed tol"

Another one of the mony children possionote obout the

Gronger Poths Iniiiotive is Cole Cloyton, ten yeors old. Cole is

port of the First Lego Leogue, which is o robotics ond reseorch

progrom for 9-'l6 yeor old children. For o project obout trons'

portotion, Cole found on interest in multi-use poths. "We could

hove picked buses, trucks, or something," he soid. "Butwhoi it

come down to is whot con they do righl now," soid Cole's fo-

ther, Woyne. Cole wos one of the kids who helped collect Z0O

signotures from community members who support the poths,

which they then took to the Michiono Areo Council of Govern-

ments. "Fronkly, it's so hord to soy no to kids," soid Woyne, "lf

we're going to encouroge kids to wolk ond bike, we hove to

moke o sofe oloce for it."

With thot sofe ploce in the moking, the children of Gronger

will soon hove o new outlet for physicol octivity, on opportunity

to choose on emission-free form of tronsportotion, ond o con-

nection to surrounding troils in South Bend ond Mishowoko.

To become o member of the Friends of Gronger Poths or-

gonizotion, or to stoy up to doie on iheir occomplishments ond

fundroisers, visit www.grongerpoths.org. [@
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